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On~ha~ of the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police, I submit the following
comments in my capacity of their elected president to the Federal Communication
Commission's Notice of Proposed Rule Making entitled "Revision of Regulations on
the Private Land Mobile Radio Services; Modification of Policies" published in

the commission in the develop~ent of the Proposed Rule Making presented
for comment in the PR Docket No. Docket No. 92-235, Replacing Part 90 in Part 88
for Private Land Mobile Radio Services. This Notice of Proposed Rule Making
addresses many of the concerns and needs of present and future two-way radio
users, both public and private, in Illinois and the nation. The issues are so
important that I must submit comments to the docket for the commission's
consideration.

The two-way communications systems of many police departments in operation today
would require significant changes if the proposed rules were to be implemented.
While each police department has specific problems and concerns for the
respective public service operations, the key concerns to the Communications
Committee are:

1. The implementation schedule appears incomplete concerning the
the proposed changes, specifically channel spacing and would
require multiple replacement of radios far sooner than police
departments would normally budget for replacement of this equipment.
This would be very costly to all affected agencies and to the taxpayers
of our jurisdictions. Fiscal impact on our departments could exceed
$300 million depending on final rule requirements. A one-step
migration path is strongly suggested with conversion time frames
suitable for the 12 to 15 year service life cycle of public agency
radio systems, in addition to helping identify federal sources of
funding to assist in the resolution of this ~_i_o_n_.~~~~
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2. The implementation date of January 1, 1996, is too close for our
police departments to plan, budget, and implement the system changes
mandated by the proposed rules. We recommend January 1, 2000, as a
more realistic target date for implementation.

3. The mandated reductions in tower height and transmitter power output
will create a loss in wide area coverage in existing consolidated 911
Centers having large area coverage which will require substantial
investments to establish additional towers, transmitter sites, and
control equipment to maintain radio coverage in critical and public
safety systems. The cost of building and maintaining large area
coverage systems is greatly increased under this proposal. We believe
large area systems for public agency use can be designed to minimize
interference, be cost effective to install and operate, and should be
taken into consideration specifically within Part 88.

4. The current text of Part 88 would dramatically reduce the use of mobile
relays in the 150-174 MGz band. Such repeater systems are essential
communications for the coordination and control among state, federal,
and local agencies. Adequate, prompt radio communication is vital to
effective control in Illinois. We recommend the commission assign
channels in the 150-174 MHz band in pairs similar to the methods used
in UHF and 800 MHz.

5. Interoperability is an operational option that is extremely important
to all Illinois Public Safety Agencies. State and federal forestry
agencies, as well as local fire fighting and law enforcement personnel
in southern Illinois, now enjoy the benefits of interoperability due
to shared communication systems. Additional shared communication
systems are being developed in other areas of Illinois and we suggest
that adopting standards for narrow band technology, such as APCD 25,
would begin to resolve the compatibility and interoperability issues.

Individual police departments will have specific technical concerns with the
proposed rule making and I hope the commission will solicit their comments in a
timely manner.

I commend the commission for the excellent work completed to date on behalf of
the land mobile radio community. I am sure our comments along with the many
others submitted will result in new rules which will serve the needs of public
safety and other users in the future. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.


